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REMARKS 

The Examiner is thanked for the careful examination of the application. 
However, in view of the foregoing amendments and the remarks that follow, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the outstanding 
objections and rejections. 
Claim Objections : 

Claims 1-17 have been objected to because they do not define what is meant 
by several of the terms including "high purity", "low purity", "higher purity" and "lower 
purity". In response to that objection, the claims have been carefully reviewed and 
amended to replace lower purity with a first purity, and higher purity with a second 
purity, and to define that the first purity is lower than the second purity. As used in 
the claims, the terms "first purity" and "second purity" are not intended to define 
specific purities, but instead to define ranges of purities, the point being that the 
elongate elements of a first purity have a lower purity than the elongate elements of 
the second purity. 

In the event that the Examiner is of the opinion that informality issues still 
exist, the Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned attorney so that 
prosecution of the application may be expedited. 
Art Rejection : 

Claims 1-17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0056546, hereinafter Claus et 
al. The Examiner has alleged that Claus discloses the subject matter of the claims 
because the claims do not specify what is meant by higher and lower purities. In 
view of the fact that the claims have now been clarified to describe the relative 

VA 873388.1 



Attorney's Docket No. 1034279-000017 
Application No. 10/502,251 

Page 8 



purities of certain elements, Applicants submit that the claimed subject matter is no 
longer taught of suggested by Claus. Specifically, a review of Claus reveals that the 
term purity is not used at all. 

Accordingly, Applicants submit that claims 1-17 are now patentable over the 
applied art of record. 

In the event that there are any questions concerning this Amendment, or the 
application in general, the Examiner is respectfully urged to telephone the 
undersigned attorney so that prosecution of the application may be expedited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Buchanan Ingersoll pc 

Date: May 10, 2006 By: /WCRowland/ 

William C. Rowland 
Registration No. 30,888 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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